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Case and Place for the British Chalcolithic

Stuart Needham

A part of the late 3rd millenninm BC, two to three centuries in duration (c. 2450/ 2400-2200/2150 BC), can
be defined as the Chalcolithic, or Copper Age, terms that have historically been eschewed in British prebistory.
However, the definition and labelling of this period are argnably essential if we are to lay terminological confusion
to rest, and the growth of a reliable radiocarbon dataset eases the task of chronological definition. This contribution
sets out to characterise the British Chaleolithic by focusing on key aspects of the two cultural complexes that were
involved — the insular Late Neolithic Grooved Ware culture and the continentally derived Beaker culture, the
latter initially brought by incomers and progressively adopted by indigenes. Early Beaker grave assemblages with
distinctive goods are separated into three Association Groups, largely of temporal significance. The broad trajectory
of insular ceremonial monument construction throughout the 3rd millenninm BC is set ont and the span of the
Chalcolithic located within it. It is argued that, despite their radically different outlook on the world, these
coexcistent cultures interrelated with one another from the outset and thereby set in train a highly dynamic sitnation
as disparate interests were melded into common goals. 1t is this dynamism as much as any other feature which
characterises the British Chalcolithic.
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10

Chronology, Corpses, Ceramics, Copper, and Lithics

Frances Healy

Bayesian modelling of radiocarbon dates for articulated inhumations of the 4th, 3rd, and 2nd millennia cal BC in
England indicates a pronounced lull in the practice in the earlier 3rd millennium. The Beaker burials of the later
3rd millenninm thus seem to reflect a newly introduced continental tradition, rather than the revival of a long-lived
insular one, a conclusion reinforced by differences in demographic composition and burial context between Beafker
and earlier articulated burials. Modelling of the chronology of Beaker pottery in Britain suggests that the tradition
may have persisted longest in southern England and highlights an imbalance between many dates for burials and
Sew for settlements. Although the working of the Grime’s Graves flint mines overlapped substantially with the
currency of British pottery, which is abundant in the surrounding area, the tradition is virtually absent from the
site. 1t is suggested that the continued working of the mines, if not their inception, may have been something of an
assertion of old ways in the face of perbaps threatening innovations.
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Radiocarbon Figures

Figures 10.1, 10.2, 10.3a, 10.3¢, 10.5a, 10.5j, 10.5k and 10.6 are printed in the main text.

[T Boundary end non-classic Neo articulated

" R_Date AA-40353 [A:103] BE—
R_Date OxA-2321 [A:91] — T
R_Date BM-2835 [A:100] e Ea—
R_Date OxA-7899 [A:100]
R_Date BM-3170 [A:100]
R_Date Beta-210616 [A:100] E—
R_Date HAR-9158 [A:101]
R_Date BM-3173 [A:101]
R_Date BM-2710 [A:101] —
R_Date OxA-4553 [A:105]
R_Date OxA-8035 [A:100] -~
R_Combine Whitegrounds [A:103] M
R_Date OxA-1882 [A:94] —
R_Date OxA-15748 [A:84] — -

|Phase

Boundary start non-classic Neo articulated

[Sequence

Phase non-classic Neolithic articulated inhumations

__Boundary end early Neo articulated [—

R_Combine HH76 3046 [A:50] —

R_Combine ST78 2755A [A:113] =

R_Date Wk-17199 [A:101]

R_Date UB-4243 [A:94]

R_Date OxA-7836 [A:92]

R_Date BM-2716 [A:112]

R_Date OxA-4061 [A:113]

R_Date Wk-17200 [A:93]

R_Date Wk-17198 [A:93]

R_Date UB-3248 [A:105]

R_Combine Stepleton spur 4B F712 [A:90]

R_Date UB-4242 [A:104]

R_Date UB-3246 [A:103]

—

—~

— N

.

-

-

A A

B s
R_Combine Hazleton skeleton 1 [A:104] -

BE— N

— N

— .

e A .-

PEE—— .

1=

R_Date OxA-2403 [A:104]
R_Date HAR-3884 [A:110]
R_Date HAR-3898 [A:116]
R_Date OxA-1148 [A:116]
R_Combine HH76 1948 [A:101]
R_Combine West Kennet skeleton Il [A:99]
R_Date OxA-7101 [A:101]
R_Date OxA-7835 [A:101]
R_Date HAR-3883 [A:99] — A
R_Date Wk-17196 [A:88] E—— e
| Phase
Boundary start early Neo articulated
[ Sequence
PpasecaryNeopartieuated bbb,

4000 3500 3000 2500 2000

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.3b: The first and second sections of the model the overall structure of which is shown in Figure
10.3a, showing dates directly measured on Neolithic articulated inhumations from England. The individual

measurements are listed in Table 10.4 ¢
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"_Boundary end Beaker and related ahiculated e
R_Date BM-2643 [A:57]

R_Date BM-2700 [A:57]

R_Date BM-2519 [A:75]

R_Date BM-2833 [A:102]
R_Date BM-2981 [A:104]
R_Date BM-2892 [A:105]
R_Date BM-2644 [A:102]
R_Date BM-2980 [A:101] —
R_Date HAR-5124 [A:104]

R_Combine Shrewton 5k secondafy [A:100] —
R_Date UB-3311 [A:100]

R_Date BM-2642 [A:100] o ———
R_Date BM-2725 [A:101]

R_Date BM-2866 [A:101] o —
R_Date OxA-V-2199-40 [A:100] e ——

R_Date BM-2898 [A:100]
R_Date BM-2704 [A:100]
R_Date BM-2522 [A:100]
R_Date UB-3123 [A:100] S
R_Date HAR-340 [A:101]
R_Date UB-3148 [A:100]
R_Date UB-3122 [A:100]
R_Date OxA-12132 [A:100] L e—
R_Date OxA-20186 [A:100] S
R_Date BM-2699 [A:100]
R_Date KIA-25326 [A:99] —
R_Date OxA-V-2228-4 [A:100] B e

R_Date BM-2516 [A:100]
R_Date BM-2518 [A:101]
R_Date BM-2956 [A:100]
R_Date OxA-1073 [A:103]
R_Combine Mount Farm F618 [A:101]
R_Date OxA-4355 [A:104]
R_Date NZA-23746 [A:100] -
R_Date NZA-16624 [A:103]

R_Date OxA-V-2199-44 [A:100] ——e——
R_Combine Stonehenge burial [A:[102] —
R_Date OxA-20184 [A:103] ——
R_Date OxA-V-2271-34 [A:103]

R_Combine Spring Road, Abingdgn [A:104] E—
R_Date UB-3306 [A:104] i
R_Date OxA-13624 [A:104] S—

R_Date OxA-13562 [A:102] —
R_Date NZA-23745 [A:102] ——
R_Date OxA-V-2228-45 [A:100]
R_Date NZA-29534 [A:99] e —
R_Date OxA-4356 [A:106] -
R_Date OxA-13541 [A:97]
R_Combine Shrewton 5k primary [JA:98] [ ———
R_Date OxA-1874 [A:102] —
R_Date OxA-V-2271-35 [A:91] —
R_Date OxA-1875 [A:64] =
|Phase
Boundary start Beaker and related grticulated e ——
[Sequence
‘Prllasle IBelakFr ?ng rglaltetsl alrticl:ulgte:d [ hlunrationls L )
3000 2500

2000 1500

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.3¢: The third section of the model the overall structure of which is shown in Figure 10.3a, showing
dates directly measured on Beaker and related articulated inbumations from England. The individual

measurements are listed in Table 10.4 &
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[T Boundary —

" R_Date BM-2702 [A:24] e ey
R_Date HAR-341 [A:85] [-———
R_Date OxA-7849 [A:109] e
R_Date BM-2921 [A:111] e
R_Date BM-2920 [A:104] -———
R_Date HAR-9160 [A:105]

R_Date HAR-1156 [A:104]

R_Date HAR-1612 [A:100]

R_Date BM-2697 [A:100]

R_Date UB-3249 [A:100]

R_Date OxA-15786 [A:100]

R_Combine Little Duke Farm 74 [A:100]
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R_Date UB-3244 [A:100]

R_Date OxA-1903 [A:100]

R_Date GrN-11358 [A:100] .

R_Date BM-2698 [A:100]

R_Combine Little Duke Farm 46 [A:100]

R_Combine Raunds barrow 9 F725 [A:100] —

R_Date UB-3147 [A:100] —

R_Date HAR-4399 [A:101] —

R_Combine Shippea Hill Man [A:101]

R_Date SUERC-26203 [A:100] 1

R_Date NZA-16622 [A:101]

R_Date HAR-9159 [A:102]
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R_Date NZA-16621 [A:101]
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R_Date HAR-1205 [A:105] -

R_Combine Feltwell Anchor F67 [A:103] — il

R_Date NZA-16623 [A:105] B—

R_Date OxA-5549 [A:103]

R_Date OxA-4358 [A:110] —=

R_Date UB-3247 [A:102] =S

R_Date OxA-1884 [A:109]

R_Combine Raunds barrow 9 F729 [A:101] —

R_Combine Raunds barrow 9 F727 [A:101] ——

R_Date SUERC-26172 [A:98] ——

R_Date NZA-23747 [A:102] E——

R_Date HAR-1158 [A:85] =———s

R_Date HAR-9662 [A:68] —
|Phase

Boundary start other articulated ——

| Sequence

_ {Phase otper articulated iphumations  y bbb b

3000 2500 2000 1500 1000

SR T T

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.3d: The fourth section of the model the overall structure of which is shown in Figure 10.3a, showing
dates directly measured on late third and second millenninm cal BC articulated inbumations from England,
other than those associated with Beakers or related artefacts. The individual measurements are listed in Table
10. 4
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[T R_Date Birm-85 [A:103]
| After Ysgwennant

[ R_Date BM-1681R [A:103] —
_After Welsh St Donats 3

PSRN
R_Date HAR-803 [A:101] s e I
| wnihdie, =~

|After Brenig 51 OLS

[ R_Date Birm-1113 [A:100]
| After Nant Maden

[ R_Date CAR-1193 [A:100] e e e

| After Tandderwen
[ R_Date BM-2837 [A:100] e a——
| After Coed-y-Dinas
[ R Date CAR-767? [P:100] — | —“namtea
R_Date CAR-811? [P:100] e —
R_Date CAR-810 [A:100] B m
ﬁﬁer Four Crosses
[ R_Date SWAN-17 [A:100] e —
| After Crawcwelt West pit

- = .

R_Date CAR-572 [A:100]
| After Collfryn pit
R_Date OxA-38147? [P:83] = —
| Phase Wales

3000 2500 2000 1500

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5b: Dates associated with Beaker pottery in Wales. The horigontal lines below the distributions
represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown in Figure 10.5a and the individual

measurements are listed in Table10. 4 &
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R_Date SRR-553 [A:77] e
-|:After Dalladies
R_Date SUERC-28667 [P:0] P
R_Date BM-2590 [A:102] == -

| Phase mid-carinated

[~ Last end Scottish low-carinated
R_Date SRR-687 [A:101] =
[After Boghead
R_Date SUERC-15119 [A:100] = A
[After Upper Largie

R_Date OxA-V-2172-25 [A:105] —
R_Date OxA-V-2166-46 [A:106] e
R_Date SUERC-5299 [A:108] -

R_Date GrA-26515 [A:92]
R_Combine Sorisdale [A:35] i

First start Scottish low-carinated

| Phase low-carinated

o o b b b b o b b b b b

2800 2600 2400 2200 2000 1800 1600

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5¢: Modelled dates for low- and mid-carinated Beaker pottery from Scotland. The horizontal lines
below the distributions represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown in Figure 10.5a
and the individual measurements are listed in Table 10.4 &
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[ Last end Scottish short-necked _—
R_Date AA-53171 [A:100] A
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R_Date N-12407? [P:0] — 3
R_Date OxA-V-2172-27? [P:0] — | e
R_Date BM-2512 [A:65] e
R_Date BM-2513 [A:75] —_———r
R_Date OxA-V-2172-20 [A:109] —
R_Date GU-2169 [A:109] —_—
R_Date OxA-13214 [A:97] T
R_Date OxA-13097 [A:96] —
R_Date GU-1122 [A:124] —— [ ———_——
R_Date OxA-V-2243-46 [A:108] e
R_Date OxA-V-2166-42 [A:109] e ————— s
R_Combine burial 11 [A:98] — e
After disarticulated
R_Combine burial 10 [A:106] ———
Phase Dryburn Bridge cist 2
R_Date GrA-29079 [A:109] S EE——————y
R_Date OxA-V-2172-14 [A:107] ——— -
R_Date OxA-13098 [A:108] —
R_Date OxA-V-2166-44 [A:107] —
R_Combine Fodderty [A:109] —
R_Combine Abbey Mains Farm [A:103] —aa -
R_Date OxA-13660 [A:102] ————aa |-
R_Date BM-2523 [A:119] —
R_Date OxA-13514 [A:109] ——— -
R_Date OxA-V-2243-41 [A:112] e
R_Date OxA-13213 [A:113] e
R_Combine Ruchlaw Mains [A:113] e
R_Combine Boatbridge Quarry cist 2 [A:118] e ——— —
R_Date OxA-V-2166-34 [A:114] — -
R_Combine Borrowstone cist 6 [A:118] e
R_Date GU-21007? [P:30] e —
R_Date OxA-V-2172-23 [A:102] ==
Phase Sandhole, Fetterangus
R_Date GrA-29078 [A:99] s
R_Combine Skateraw 1958 cist [A:113] i
R_Date OxA-15056 [A:79] == ——
R_Date GrA-29077 [A:63] .
First start Scottish short-necked ——
_Ph'c:se short-necked :
D R

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5d: Modelled dates for short-necked Beaker pottery from Scotland. The horizontal lines below the
distributions represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown in Figure 10.5a and the
individual measurements are listed in Table 10.4 &
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B Last end Scottish remainder ——
[ R_Combine Berrybrae plank? [P}0] — e ——
After Berrybrae
R_Date GU-7204 [A:100] A ——
[After Chapelfield pit 4
R_Date OxA-13215 [A:21] R ——
R_Date SUERC-5316 [A:83] — e
R_Date OxA-V-2172-18 [A:94] S —— i
R_Date BM-2524 [A:105] e
R_Combine Manar House [A:104] A
R_Date OxA-V-2172-22? [P:4] Mttt
R_Date GU-1123 [A:112] —— -
Phase Keabog cist 2
First start Scottish remainder ——
Phase remainder
[ Last end Scottish S-profile ——
R_Date GU-1121?2 [P:3] R —— ——————————— e
R_Date AA-29066 [A:83] ——=
R_Date OxA-V-2166-41 [A:106] —— e —
R_Date OxA-V-2243-47 [A:103] S S
R_Date BM-2515 [A:121] —
R_Date OxA-V-2172-31 [A:109] ———_
First start Scottish S-profile i
|Phase S-profile
" R_Date OxA-13513 [A:106] S ——
| Phase long-necked
R - T R T H

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5¢: Modelled dates for long-necked, S-profile and unclassified Beaker pottery from Scotland. The
horizontal lines below the distributions represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown
in Fignre 10.5a and the individual measurements are listed in Table 10.4 ¢
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[~ Last end English mid-carinated — | ——
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I;After Dean Bottom
R_Combine Raunds barrow 5 animal bone? [P:100] e
R_Date BM-2892 [A:106] R B ——
R_Combine Shrewton 5k secondary [A:100] —a
R_Date BM-2522 [A:100] o ——
R_Date BM-2703 [A:100] | e =
R_Date BM-2516 [A:101] e a—
R_Date BM-2518 [A:101] S -y
R_Date BM-2956 [A:100] A
R_Combine Mount Farm F618 [A:102] —— A=
R_Date NZA-23745 [A:103] S
R_Date OxA-1874 [A:99] B e
First start English mid-carinated e
|Phase mid-carinated
[ Last end English low-carinated e
R_Date HAR-5124 [A:104] e e
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R_Date OxA-V-2228-40 [A:100] — -
R_Date NZA-16624 [A:104] —
R_Date OxA-V-2199-44 [A:101] — e
[T R_Date OxA-13681 [A:100] e
R_Date OxA-13599 [A:100] e —
R_Date OxA-13598 [A:100] B
R_Date OxA-13543 [A:100] T
R_Date OxA-13542 [A:99] o~
| After disarticulated
[ R_Date OxA-13624 [A:106] s
| Phase articulated
| Phase Boscombe Down Lower Camp
R_Date OxA-V-2228-45 [A:99] —
R_Date OxA-4356 [A:105] — R ——
[ R_Date OxA-13623 [A:101] o
R_Date OxA-13540 [A:97] e
R_Date OxA-13541 [A:94] S ————
| Phase Boscombe Down West 1
R_Date OxA-V-2271-35 [A:87] —
R_Date OxA-1875 [A:59] S
First start English low-carinated o ——pn
| Phase Iow-clarinated |
. T

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5f: Modelled dates for low carinated and wmid-carinated Beaker pottery from England. The
horizontal lines below the distributions represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown
in Figure 10.5a and the individual measurements are listed in Table 10.4 &
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[ Last end English long-necked e

B R_Date BM-1091 [A:100] e
R_Date BM-1090 [A:101] ==
R_Date BM-1089 [A:100]
R_Date BM-1088 [A:100] ey
R_Date BM-1087 [A:101] g
R_Date BM-1086 [A:100] —

| After Gorsey Bigbury 'occupation layer'

" R_Date BM-284 [A:106] =

| After Blackhorse Road

[ R_Date BM-287 [A:100] —

| After Amesbury 51

[ R_Date BM-208 [A:100]

| After Knap Hill Beaker

B R_Date BM-152 [A:100] = ==

| After Chippenham 5 hearth VIII

[~ R_Date HAR-3269 [A:100]

|After Trowse pit 1

[ R_Date OxA-12492 [A:100] —

| After Bestwall Quarry 97F 235A

" R_Date HAR-4426 [A:100] = —_——ee

| After Wetwang Slack
R_Date BM-2643 [A:64] e
R_Date BM-2700 [A:64] -

R_Date BM-2981 [A:105]
R_Date UB-3311 [A:100]

——
R_Date BM-2866 [A:100] —m—
R_Date OxXA-V-2199-40 [A:100] R =

R_Date BM-2642 [A:100]
R_Date UB-3148 [A:100]

R_Date UB-3122 [A:100] At
R_Date OxA-12132 [A:100] —————
R_Date OxA-20186 [A:100]
R_Date KIA-25326 [A:99] — —Aaa
R_Date WK-10431 [A:101] ——
R_Date Wk-19380 [A:100] —

R_Date Wk-19377 [A:100] E———
Phase Boscaswell

First start English long-necked T

| Phase long-necked

[ R_Date BM-2517? [P:99] =
R_Date OxA-V-2271-34 [A:105] e
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|Phase short-necked

3000 2500 2000 1500
Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5g: Modelled dates for short- and long-necked Beaker pottery from England. The horizontal lines
below the distributions represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown in Figure 10.5a
and the individual measurements are listed in Table 10.4 &
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[ Last end English remainder =
™ R_Date BM-285 [A:106] o
[ After lens in Durrington ditch
[ R_Combine Callis Wold [A:100] —
| After Callis Wold spread
[~ R_Date HAR-5499 [A:100] En——
| After Roughground Farm pit
[~ R_Date HAR-4637 [A:100] 1

R_Date HAR-4636 [A:103] e ——————3
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[ R_Date Beta-240342 [A:100] — e
e ————————— |
_—

| After Edgerley Drain Road
[~ R_Date HAR-3000 [A:100]
| After Ravenstone
R_Date HAR-3850 [A:100] —
| After Wetwang WY9
[~ R_Date BM-2325 [A:100]
R_Date BM-2191R [A:100] =
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R_Date Beta-178143 [A:100] -
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[~ R_Date GU-5573 [A:102]

I
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R_Date OxA-12882 [A:107] - S
R_Date OxA-16163 [A:100] S ——
R_Date UB-3123 [A:100] B ————
Prior start_Northwold_burnt_mound_Bayliss_et_al. 2004 [A:94] —
R_Date HAR-340 [A:101] I e —————— ———
R_Date Wk-21358 [A:100] —
R_Date WK-10430 [A:101] e —
First start English remainder —————

|Phase remainder
[ Last end English S-profile o
R_Combine Poldowrian [A:95] s S
|After Poldowrian
[~ R_Date HAR-8547 [A:108] K e
[After Brean Down pit
R_Date HAR-6630 [A:106] —
[After W Heslerton grave 1R270
[~ R_Date GaK-800 [A:100] R ——— —— e
| After Chatton Sandyford
[~ R_Date BM-172 [A:101] =
[ After Lion Point site 11
[ R_Combine Wetwang WY8 coffin [A:100] ——
| After Wetwang WY8
[~ R_Date HAR-8154 [A:100] =
| After Jaywick pit
R_Date BM-3028? [P:36] e —aaay
R_Date BM-2521 [A:104] T ——— e
R_Date BM-3011 [A:101]

| e
o

R_Date BM-2520 [A:100] R

R_Date BM-2980 [A:101]
R_Date BM-2725 [A:100] ———— ————
R_Date BM-2923 [A:100] =
R_Date BM-2898 [A:100] —
hase Monkton grave 751
R_Date NZA-23746 [A:100] o
R_Date OxA-20184 [A:105] —————
R_Combine Bestwall Quarry pit 128 [A:100] e
R_Date OxA-1073 [A:104] - ——
=0xA-13624 e ————
R_Date NZA-29534 [A:98] E——as
First start English S-profile [
L, MPheseSepofle v b e b
3000 2500 2000 1500 1000

Posterior density estimate cal BC

Figure 10.5h: Modelled dates for S-profile and unclassified Beaker pottery from England. The horizontal
lines below the distributions represent 95% probability. The overall structure of the model is shown in Figure
10.5a and the individual measurements are listed in Table 10. 4 ¢
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B Boundary end English non-funerary —
[T R_Date BM-285 [A:105] ———
| After lens in Durrington ditch
" R_Combine Callis Wold [A:100] e —— —
[After Callis Wold spread
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[ R_Date HAR-8547 [A:105] m—
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[ R_Date HAR-8154 [A:100] =
| After Jaywick pit
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R_Date BM-1090 [A:102] ———
R_Date BM-1089 [A:100] s ———
R_Date BM-1088 [A:100] e
R_Date BM-1087 [A:101] — ———,
R_Date BM-1086 [A:100] ———

| After Gorsey Bigbury 'occupation layef'
[ R_Date BM-284 [A:105] ——————
| After Blackhorse Road

[~ R_Date BM-208 [A:100]
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[ R_Date BM-152 [A:101] = =
| After Chippenham 5 hearth VI
[ R_Date OxA-12492 [A:100] —
| After Bestwall Quarry 97F 235A

[~ R_Combine Dean Bottom pit [A:100]
| After Dean Bottom

o
" R_Date GU-5573 [A:107] — =
e oy

R_Date GU-5574 [A:106]
| Before Feltwell Anchor
Prior start_Northwold_burnt_mound_Bayliss_et_al|2004 [A:95] e
R_Date HAR-9156 [A:103] g
R_Date OxA-12882 [A:108] —
R_Date OxA-16163 [A:100] —
R_Date Wk-21358 [A:100] ———
R_Date WK-10430 [A:105] ———
R_Combine Bestwall Quarry pit 128 [A:107] . —
— . |

R_Date WK-10431 [A:105]
LR_Date Wk-19380 [A:101] ——

R_Date Wk-19377 [A:101] .
hase Boscaswell

|Phase English non-funearary
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_.S?quence England

3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
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Figure 10.55. Dates for samples associated with Beaker pottery in non-funerary contexts, drawn from the
dataset shown in Figures 10.50-57), modelled independently. The horizontal lines below the distributions
represent 95% probability. The individual measurements are listed in Table 10.4 €
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15

The Beaker People Project: an interim report on the progress of

the i1sotope analysis of organic skeletal material

Mandy Jay, Mike Parker Pearson, Mike Richards, Olaf Neblich, Janet Montgomery, Andrew
Chamberlain and Alison Sheridan

This paper is intended as an interim update for the Beaker People Project. The project aims to investigate
mobility, diet, environment, and subsistence for the Late Neolithic, Chaleolithic, and Early Bronzge Age
population of Britain using a number of research tools, but particularly isotopic analysis of bones and teeth. This
paper concentrates on the organic analyses yielding carbon, nitrogen, and sulphur isotope ratio data, but also
discusses the project remit and the use of strontium and oxygen ratio values to track mobility. The project is
discussed in general terms, an overview of the collagen analysis results is provided, general diet at this time is
discussed, and interesting facets of the carbon and sulphur data are covered. Over 250 individuals from the north
of Scotland down to southern England have been investigated for this project and a site list is included. This is a
major five year project, so the discussion here is necessarily limited to the situation at the date of writing (June
2009) rather than to the publication date of this volume.
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16

The Regionality of Beakers and Bodies in the Chalcolithic of
North-East Scotland

Neil G.W. Curtis and Neil C.A. Wilkin

This paper discusses regional socio-cultural identities, changes and networks of interaction during the Chalcolithic
(c. 2500/2400-2200/ 2150 cal BC) in north-east Scotland and the immediately adjacent regions of east-central
Scotland and the Moray Firth area. Drawing on the findings of the Leverbulme Trust-funded Beakers and
Bodies Project (Marischal Museum, University of Aberdeen), inciuding an enlarged pool of radiocarbon dates,
Bayesian modelling and a contexctual approach to a range of material culture and traditions of funerary practice, it
proposes several regional narratives/ models in order to outline and explain the significance of chronological
sequences and ‘historical” events in north-east Scotland and beyond.
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Figures 16.1-9 and Appendix 16.1 are printed in the main text.
Appendix 16.2

Figures 16.9—12 show the analysis and data from which Figures 16.1-4 are derived. Each is based on the
selection of a group of artefacts with significant typological relationships, including modelled boundary start and
end dates.

2.1 Modelled dates for Low-Carinated (‘continental-style’) Beakers and the earliest Short-Necked
Beakers in eastern Scotland (Figure 16.9)

In this model the dates for those Beakers from within the study area classified as ‘Low-Carinated’, (considered to
be an early style) were compared with the dates for those classified as ‘Short-necked’. The ‘Low-Carinated’ is
indeed eatlier, however the date ranges have a considerable overlap. The model with a Uniform boundary prior
shows Newlands cist 1 with low Agreement of 25%. Using an end Sigma_Boundary on the ‘Short-Necked’ gives
the best F-Model index by a factor of three. Figure 16.1 shows the sum of Low-Carinated and the sum of Short-
Necked beakers (with Sigma_Boundary) as two diagrams on aligned scales for comparison.

A Uniform prior Boundaries.. Newlands cist 1 has very poor agreement

[T Boundary £nd Short-Neckod —_—
[ R_Date OxAJv-2172-20 (Newlands, cist 1) (A:25] A=
R_Date GU-2169 (Tavelty) [A:75] E———
R_Date OxA{13098 (Lesmurdia, cist B) [A:97) e
R_Date OxA|V-2246-34 (Fallaws Farm) [A:101] e
R_Dale Coolston, Aitlie [A:129] e
R_Date OxA{\V-2243-41 (Clintelty) A:119]  —
R_Date Kealiog, Pitafichis Fam, cist 1 (combine] (A:113] .
R_Date GrA-29082, GrA-29083 (Borrowstane cisi 6, R-combine for |date-1-28.2) [A:-121]
R_Dale OxA{V-2243-52 (Mains of Leslie) [A:121)] e
R_Date OxA{V-2246-41 (Paradise Rd, Kemnay) [A:119] e
R_Date OxA{V-2243-49 (Borrowstone, cist 5) [A:119] ——
R_Date GrA-29078 (Borrowstahe cist 2) [A:107] e
R_Date OxA{V-2243-40 (Ord, Auchindoir) [A:90] e
R_Date OxA{15056 (Broomend of Crihie, cist 2) [A:66] ——
R_Date GrA-£9077 (Borrowstone cist 1) [A:77] e
|Sum Short-Necked [A:132] -
Boundary Staft Short-Necked —

|Sequence

Boundary £nd Low-Carinated
[ R_Date Uppér Largie (SUERCA15121) [A109] | —
R_Date Uppér Largie (SUERCH15120) [A:107] N
R_Date Uppgr Largie (SUERC{15119) [A:110] ——
Upper Largie| Beaker burial
R_Dale OxA{14722 (Sorisdale, Col)) [A:108] —
——n
—

|sum Low-Carnated A:109]
Boundary Staft Low-Caninated | —

|sequence
[Phase LC_TSN [Amodel:03]

. L
4500 4000 3500 3000 7500 2000

Modeiled date (BC)

B Short necked beakers with Sigma_Boundary end, the preferred model

Sigma_Boundary End Short-Nedked —
[ R_Date OxA{V-2172-20 (Newlands, ist 1) [A:71]] i
R_Date GU-2169 (Tavelty) [A:78] e
R_Date OxA{13098 (Lesmurdi, cist B) [A:95] e
R_Date OxA{V-2246-34 (Fallays Farm) [A:101] A
R_Date Coolston, Airlie [A:127] ——
R_Date OxA{V-2243-41 (Ciintofty) [A:118] R
R_Date Keatjog, Pitarichie Fan, cist 1 (combine) [A-112] —
R_Date GrA-29082, GrA-29083 (Borrowstone cist 6, R-combine for date-1M8-2} [A:121]
R_Date OxA1V-2243-52 (Mains of Leslie) [A:121]|
R_Date OxAqV-2246-41 (Paradise Rd, Kemnay) A:120]
R_Date OxA{V-2243-49 (Borrojstone, cist 5) [A:]20]
R_Date GrA-p9078 (Borrowstofe cist 2) [A:109]
R_Date OxA{V-2243-40 (Ord, Auchindoir) [A:95]
R_Date OxA415056 (Broomend of Crichie, cist 2)|[A:91]
R_Date GrA-R9077 (Borrowstohe cist 1) [A:81]
[Sum Short-Necked [A:130] =
Boundary Stant Short-Necked
Sequence
Boundary End| Low-Carinated
[ R_Date Uppgr Largie (SUERC{15121) [A;109]
R_Date Upper Largie (SUERCA15120) [A:107]
R_Date Uppar Largie (SUERCA15119) [A:110]
Upper Largie[Beaker burial
R_Date OxA{14722 (Sorisdale,|Coll) [A: 108}
[Sum Low-Garipated [A:109]
Boundary Stant Low-Carinated
Sequence
Phase LC_TSN [Amodel:119]
4500 4000 3500 3_0‘65 2_5‘-‘

Ml}l}lw

IM M »

2000

Modlled date (BC)

Figure 16.9: Modelled dates for Low-Carinated (‘continental-style’)
Beakers and the earliest Short-INecked Beafkers in eastern Scotland
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2.2 Modelled dates for burials associated with Beakers from eastern Scotland sharing motifs
with lunulae (Figure 16.10)

In these two models, the dates for those Beakers within the study area that were decorated with motifs
that are related to the decoration on gold lunulae (see Appendix 16.1.4) were treated as a typological
group to define a period of currency. The models include a consideration of the Migdale—Marnoch
metalworking tradition. Model A uses Uniform Boundaries, while model B is modelled by use of a
Sigma Boundary. Figure 16.2 shows the sum of the modelled dates in model B.

Model A Comparison with Migdale- Marnoch metalwork tradition

MG 8 3 e 100, zo00)
C_Date Migdale| Marnach [A:100] -
[ Boundary End Share_motifs -
[R_Date v-2243-44 (Persiey Quarry) [A:59] B
R_Date GU-2169 (Taveity) [A:102] e T
A

R_Date OxA-\-2172-18 (Keir, Bpihelvie) [A.90]
R_Date OxA-13214 (Broomend pf Crichie, cist 1 date 2 of 2) [A:94] e
R_Date GrA-29084 (Manar House, lnverurie) [A:110] R —
R_Dale OxA-\-2172-19 (Manar House, Inverurie) [A:97] — A
R_Date OxA-Y-2166-46 (Nether|Griggie, Dunnottar) [A:107] =
R_Date GrA-29079 (Borrowstonp cist 3) [A:108]
R_Date V-2243-46 (Newiands cist 2) [A:108]

R_Daie OxA-\-2166-44 (Uppermains, Catlerline) [A:106]

R_Date V-2243-57 (Harveston Cottage, Catterline] [A:108] 0
R_Date BM-2523 (Cookston, Airfie) [A:117] -l
R_Date V-2243-41 (Clinterty) [A|109] e
R_Date \/-2246-39 (Mains of Scptstown) [A:107] e
R _Date V-2243-42 (Pitdrichie 1 of 2) [A:114] e
R_Date OxA-V-2166-34 (Broomend of Crichie, cist 1 date 1 of 2) [A:] fj——mda_._
R_Daie OxA-\-2172-23 (Sandhgle, Fetferangus) [A:108] e
R_Date SUERC-14947 {Corbiewelis 2 of 2) [A:107) e
R_Date SUERC-14947 (Corbiewells 1 of 2) [A:101 e
R_Date OxA-15056 (Broomend pf Crichie, cist 2) [A:98] e
R_Daie GrA-29077 (Borrowstone cist 1) [A:86] B
R_Date OxA-Y-2172-22 (Keabog Pitdrichie Cist 2)|(A:49} A

| Sum Shared [A:118] —tna—
Boundary Start|Share_Motifs -

|Sequence [Amogel:94]

.l - - L L.
4500 4000 3500 3000 2500 2000

Modielled date (BC)

Model B Cor ison with Migdale- Marnoch n tradition
Sigma_boundaries model the start and decline areas

Calve1s 5 e a0 004

C_Date Migdaie, Mamoch [A:100]
[ Sigma_Bounddry End Share_Molifs
[ R_Date v-2243-44 (Persiey Quarry) [A:73]

R_Date GU-2169 (Tavelty) (A9

R_Date OxA-Y-2172-18 (Keir, Belhelvie) [A-88]

R_Date OxA-13214 (Broomend of Crichie, cist 1 date 2 of 2) [A:92]

R_Date GrA-23084 (Manar House, Inveruria) [A:110]

R_Date OxA-Y-2172-19 (Manar House, Inverurie) [A-96]

R_Date OxA-Y-2166-46 (Nether|Criggie, Dunnottaf) [A:106]

R_Date GrA-29079 (Borrowstone cist 3) [A:107]

R_Date V-2243-46 (Newlands cist 2} [A:107]
R_Date OxA-Y-2166-44 (Uppermains, Catterfine) [|A-105]
R_Date V-2243-57 (Harveston Gottage, Catteriine) [A:112]
R_Date BM-2523 (Cookston, Airfie) [A:120]
R_Date V-2243-41 (Clinterty) [A{112]
R_Date V-2246-39 (Mains of Scotstown) [A:110]
R_Date V-2243-42 (Pitdrichie 1 of 2) [A:115]
R_Date OxA-Y-2166-34 (Broomend of Crichie, cist 1 date 1 of 2) [A:
R_Date OxA-¥-2172-23 (Sandhole, Fetterangus) [A:106]
R_Date SUERC-14947 (Corbiewells 2 of 2} [A:11
R_Dale SUERC-14947 (Corbiewells 1 of 2) [A:99)
R_Date OxA-15056 (Broomend bf Crichie, cist 2) [A:93]
R_Date GrA-29077 (Borrowstong cist 1) [A:84]
R_Date OxA-V-2172-22 (Keabog Pitdrichie Cist 2)|[A:67] —
|Sum Shared [Af118]
Sigma_Boundary Start Share_Malifs

&

|sequence [amoge:102]

I
4500 4000 3500 3000 2500 2000
Modelled date (BC)

Figure 16.10: Modelled dates for burials associated with Beafkers from
eastern Scotland sharing motifs with lunulae
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2.3 Modelled dates for ‘Archery’ burials (Figure 16.11)

In these two models, the available dates for those Beakers associated with arrowheads and/or
‘wristguards’ were treated as a typological group to define a period of currency of this burial practice.
Note that although those associated with wristguards made from Langdale stone (Roe & Woodward
2007) are distinguished by being placed in the upper part of the diagram, this does not affect the
analysis. Model A uses Uniform Boundaries, while Model B is modelled by use of a Sigma Boundary.
Figure 16.3 shows the sum of the modelled dates from Model B (ie, using Sigma boundaries)

Comparison of two models for 'Archery’ burials

5l va 1.3 Bronk 20091, 15 INICEN08 (Fgimer gt 3l 2004)

T Boundary End archery burials Pe—
" R_Date SUERC-26462(GU-20165)(Culduthel,cist 2 Archery [A:79] b
R_Date OxA{13213 (Fyrish, Aljess) [A:118] et
R_Date GrA-29082, GrA-29083 (Borrowstone cis} 6, R-combine for|date-#-2} [A:120]
Langdale_Wristguard

R_Date KIA-P53236 (*Ferry Frystone G2245) [A:T9] Ere——
R_Date OxA{V-2243-46 (Newignds, Oyne cist 2) [A:88] b
R_Date OxA{V-2243-41 (Clintefty) [A:118] -

R_Date OxA{V-2243-49 (Borropstone, cist 5) [A:118] e

R_Date OxA{V-2271-34 (*Hemp Knoll, Wilts, Engfand) A:118] -m‘ﬁ—'—
R_Date OxAqV-2166-34 (Broomend of Crichie, cigt 1, Male 1 of 2} [--:41‘87:5_‘-—
R_Date GrA-26515 (Domoch Nursery) [A:99] il
R_Date OxA1V-2232-37 (*Shrewton 5K, Wilts, England) [A:60] | A

Sum Archery Burials [A:127] e
Boundary Staft archery burials i
Sequence

Phase [Amodel:105]

4500 4000 3500 3000 2500 2000
Modelled date (BC)

Maodel A “Archery " burials, Uniform boundaries. A model 105

AGal ¢ 1.3 Bronk Revrssy (20081 15 ICang curve (Reime et a1 2008)

T Sigma_Boundary End archery blrials —:——

| R_Date SUERC-26462(GU-20165)(Culduthel,cis] 2 Archery [A:81] | — Al
R_Date OxA{13213 (Fyrish, Aljess) [A:118] e

R_Date GrA-29082, GrA-29083 (Borrowstone cis{ 6, R-combine for dete—~8M-2) [A-120]
Langdale_Wristguard

R_Date KIA-P53236 (*Ferry Frystone G2245) [A-§6] s
R_Date OxA{V-2243-46 (Newlgnds, Oyne cist 2) [A:88] R B
R_Date OxA\V-2243-41 (Clintelty) [A:118] = §
R_Date OxAqV-2243-49 (Borrowslone, cist 5) [A:118] e

R_Date OxA{V-2271-34 (*Hemp Knoll, Wilts, England) [A:117] el
R_Date OxA1V-2166-34 (Broomend of Crichie, ci§t 1, Male 1 of 2) [f117{—ah__

R_Date GrA-26515 (Dornoch Nursery) [A:100] et
R_Date OxA{V-2232-37 (*Shrelwton 5K, Wilts, England) [A:67] R
-

Sum Archery Burials [A:125] —

Sigma_Boundary Start archery lurials — -
Sequence
Phase [Amodel:107]

Modelled date (BC)
Madel B *Archery burlals with Sigma boundaries. A model 107 °

Figure 16.11: Modelled dates for ‘Archery’ burials
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2.4 Modelled dates for burials associated with bronze daggers in eastern Scotland (Figure 16.12)

In this model, the dates for those burials associated with bronze daggers from within the study area
were treated as a typological group to define a period of currency of this burial practice. The model
uses Uniform boundaries as it was established that as the dates for all types of bronze daggers are
statistically indistinguishable, a Sigma prior was not justifiable for such a short timescale. Figure 4
shows the sum of the modelled dates.

Bibliography
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R_Date GrA-13990 (Auchterhouse) [A:108]

FR_Date OxA-V-2247-46 (Carrick Drive cist 2) [A:101]

R_Date OxA-19054 (Gask Hill, Collessie, date 2 of 2) [A:119] — P —
R_Date GrA-19054 (Gask Hill, Gollessie, date 1 of|2) [A102] R T
R_Date OxA-Y-2247-48 (Bught Park) [A:97] —::‘—
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Modelled dates for bronze dagger associated burials

Figure 16.12: Modelled dates for burials associated with bronze daggers in eastern Scotland
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Stepping Out Together: men, women, and their Beakers in time

and space

Alexcandra Shepherd

This paper presents the evidence for patterns of arrangement amongst the crouched inhumations of the British
Chaleolithic—Early Bronze Age, principally in the two core areas of Beaker-using people in north-east Scotland
and east Yorkshire. It demonstrates the predominant gender-defined burial pattern in these areas, of males on their
left orientated east and females on their right orientated west, all facing south (LESM/RWSE). 1t subsequently
looks in detail at the Beakers accompanying each burial and investigates the possibility of discernible gender-specific
indicators in their style and decoration. Case studies of paired inhumations identify both conformities and
variations in the observance of burial formalities and choice in the provision of accompanying pots. The paper
reviews the mechanisms by which the embedded traditions of burial arrangement and Beaker styles were transmitted
and maintained in a period of flux in the wider Chalcolithic sphere. The contribution seeks to highlight the
excistence of cobesive ideologies manifested in strict adherence to burial formalities over a wide area from the British
northern east coast to central Europe; it stresses the human dimension discernible within the otherwise
technologically-defined period.

Figure 17.1 Map indicating areas covered by the two core Beaker-using areas:
north-east Scotland and the east Y orkshire Wolds
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CASE STUDIES

Patterns of burial gender differentiation in operation — case studies

From the review of the gender-attributable pots it was clear that the generality of pot shape
(amongst pots belonging to Step3/4-5) supported the suggestion that there was a gender
distinction in pot design. Focusing in on the detail of motifs did not for the most part provide
mutually exclusive male or female motifs or treatments that could be ascribed to one gender only
across either area. However, there was much that could be teased out to support a general sense
of there being underlying male:female differentiation controls in operation. These controls appear
to have existed across both core areas examined although the specific details of enforcement may
have varied. To try and isolate the application of these strictures, examples of paired or associated
male and female burials were examined in detail. A summary of these case studies is included in
the printed text (together with Figure 17.10); the details are presented here.

Case studies from North-east Scotland

1. BORROWSTONE CISTS 1 AND 2 (Figs 17.11 & 17.12)

The first case study is that of the pots from the male and female burials from adjacent cists (¢ 10
m apart) occupying their own knoll at the Borrowstone cemetery (I. Shepherd 1986, 12—13), their
close physical proximity underlined by their apparent chronological contemporaneity (see dating
below). The pots display intriguing similarities in decorative layout and technique but a clear
distinction in shape (Fig. 17.11). The ‘male’ pot (from Borrowstone 2, the LESM burial) is tall
with a pronounced S-profile and distinct neck, defined by a ‘collar’ of grooving (a feature of
Clarke’s East coast Beakers); it has a wide decorated belly zone comprising narrow bands of L /R
and R \L (Clarke Basic European motif 2) diagonal hatching separated by strips of vertical
hatching (Clarke motif 5); the third element of the decoration is the zone of grooving with
groove-filled pendant triangles close to the base (Motif 29 within Clarke’s southern group 4).

Figure 17.11: His and hers’: Beakers from Borrowstone 1 (RWSF) and 2 (LESM)

CD 98



KASALOL XIOLKIEN
d
T
i
”’\%ﬁlﬂl"l" f
S 2
O =

Borrowstone 2 Borrowstone 1

200mm

Figure 17.12: Detail of Beakers with male and female burials from cists 1 and 2 Borrowstone, Newbills, Aberdeenshire,
with arrangement of burials (RW'S, LES) within cists indicated (north to top of page)

The ‘female’ pot (from Borrowstone 1, an RWSF) presents the same style but with a strikingly
different shape and modified design. In shape it is shorter, squatter — dumpy almost —with a
vertical neck and no sinuous profile. The decoration is executed in the same style and with the
same principal motifs as the male Beaker but the three zones are transformed into four: the single
grooved neck zone on the male pot is divided here into two by a plain band edged with —
softened indeed — by cross-hatched fringing (Clarke’s motif 14 Primary Northern British/Dutch
motif group 2). Cross-hatched fringing edges the top and bottom of the belly zone which is a cut-
down version of the male design, three strips of diagonal and upright hatching as opposed to
Borrowstone 2’s five. The basal zone again echoes the male pot with horizontal grooves this
time, in keeping with the rest of the pot, edged with fringing top and bottom — the bottom
fringing a wider band replacing the male pot’s pendant triangles.

Together these two Beakers make an arresting pair. They are finely wrought, showing
thought and careful production under definitive constraints which dictated a very specific
treatment and representation. They demonstrate very clearly a contemporaneity of what might
otherwise be distinguished — and separated — as examples of separate — consecutive — categories
of Step 4 and Step 5. The radiocarbon dates place them close together within the Chalcolithic,
early in the north-east Beaker development, 2460—2280 cal BC and 2440-2200 cal BC (Cist 1
female: 3865240 BP (GrA-29077); Cist 2 male: 3845140 BP (GrA-29078)). In this respect it is
interesting that their design is executed entirely in grooved impression rather than comb- or cord-
impressed form; also of note is that the incised design on both is highlighted by white infill which
analysis by Margot Wright for the Beakers and Bodies study has shown to incorporate ground burnt
bone (Curtis ¢ al. 2010). Their decoration includes motifs from Clarke’s Basic, Southern and
Primary Northern British/Dutch groups, emphasising — if this were needed — the wide
geographical range of these motif groups.
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2. BORROWSTONE CISTS 4, 5 AND 6 (Fig. 17.13)

This couple, as it is tempting to describe them, are later joined on the adjacent knoll along the
Borrowstone ridge by a series of four more burials, Cists 3-6 (Shepherd, 1. 1986, 12-13). Cist 3, a
LESM male burial, was alone but some 45m from it cists 4-6 comprise a group of three, a few
metres from each other, including two rich archer’s burials, Cists 5 and 6 (both LESM), and a
female-patterned RWS burial, Cist 4, assessed from the body stain. In contrast to the male burials
with their arrowheads (Cist 5) and copper-riveted bracer, pulley ring and bow (Cist 6), the
‘female’ (Cist 4) was unaccompanied (apart from the ubiquitous flint flakes). As with the
male:female pairing of the pots from Borrowstone 1 and 2, there appears to be a similar pairing
of the pot accompanying the female-patterned burial of Cist 4 (a Step 5; Fig. 17.13) and that with
the male archer in Cist 6, of which only the rim and part of the dissolved base survived (assessed
as Step 4 by lan Shepherd). They both share a similar motif repertoire, a cross-hatch (lattice)
band below the rim (Clarke’s motif 4 Basic European Group 1) edged with horizontal line of
tooth-comb top and bottom; and panels of short verticals within running zig-zag edges (Clarke’s
motif 27 in Late Northern British Group 3). But the female pot has strips of small oval incisions
(‘ermine’ Clarke’s motif 6 Basic European closest) separating these bands while the male pot
edges them with the elaboration of ribs, a feature also of the male pot from Cist 5 (Fig. 17.4),
noted above (in the text) as associated specifically with rich archer’s burials. Although the motifs
unite the pots from cists 4 and 6, the treatment of the two is very different: the ‘female’ pot is
comparatively smooth with its design incised by very fine tooth-comb; on the male pot the design
is produced by the use of heavily indented larger toothcomb giving an almost sculptural, false-
relief, quality. This is particularly so in the case of the plain bands which are raised up as
prominent horizontal ribs by the lines of deeply incised toothcomb to either side. The remainder
of the design is created by incision/stab and drag. The shape comparison — although not as
dramatic a contrast — has echoes of the Cist 1 and 2 pair: a reconstruction of the Cist 6 male pot
suggests a height ¢. 200-210 giving a similar taller more gracile profile than the shorter, squatter,
Cist 4 ‘female-patterned’ pot (height ¢ 185).

The Borrowstone 1 and 2 dates (Ray Kidd pers. comm., Beakers & Bodies Bayesian analysis)
and style places them in some form of pioneering position in this area: this is discussed further in
the printed text of this paper.

Interestingly the Beaker accompanying Borrowstone 3, a male LES burial, dated the latest
in the cemetery (Ray Kidd pers. comm., Beakers & Bodies Bayesian analysis), is different again in
its shape and treatment (Fig. 17.3) yet combines elements of style and decoration seen on the
pots from Cists 4 and 5 on the same knoll; a tall sinuous profile, Step 4, virtually AOB (All-over-
Banded), with only minor zone contraction, it displays the three major zones with small foot
zone seen on the pot from Cist 4, the visible tooth-comb incision of the Cist 4 and 5 pots and
versions of their motif elements. There is consequently a sense of /neage visible in the pots from
this cemetery, an aspect discussed in the printed text. Although the Borrowstone 3 pot was
accompanying a male it does not bear the pronounced ribs of Borrowstone 5 or 6 but the burial
had no accompanying archer’s equipment underlining the association of ribbing with those
archers’ pots only.

The Borrowstone cemetery thus offers intriguing comparisons of male:female burials in
close association which allow some clear contrasts to be made. As previously indicated this is a
rare example of an available — dated — horizontal stratigraphy within the North-east Beaker
tradition of primarily individual cists, sometimes gathered within cemeteries, which contrasts with
the Yorkshire situation of stratified single or multiple burials within and under barrows. There are
no other examples of definitive male:female pairings or close association within a cemetery in the
north-east (Lesmurdie being another possible example but the female attribution of cist A, based
on the SW placement of the head is not definitive enough) but we do have examples of pairings
of pots with instances of double inhumations, in themselves comparatively rare occurrences in
the North-east assemblage, which present revealing comparisons.
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Figure 17.13: Detail of Beakers with male and female-pattern burials from cists 4 and 6 Borrowstone, Newbills,
Aberdeenshire, with arrangement of burials (RWS stain, LES) within cists indicated (north to top of page)

3. BROOMEND OF CRICHIE CIST 2 (Fig. 17.14)

This cist at Broomend of Crichie, Inverurie, held the inhumation of ‘a large male skeleton and an
infant female skeleton with a large and small urn’ (Davidson 1867, 115; note: it is unclear
why/how the infant could have been identified as female; this should be treated with caution).
The accompanying pots present a pair of contrasting size and shape, like the Borrowstone 1 and
2 female and male above, and subtly differing design. The larger Beaker, placed at the back of the
LES male shows a larger sinuous S profile although of comparatively broad proportions (hence
presumably its Step 5 attribution although a Step 4 categorisation (contra 1. Shepherd) is as
arguable); the smaller pot, placed by the (Pfemale) child in the NW corner of the cist, has a cup-
shaped neck above a marked waist. The larger male pot is decorated with three zones comprising
combinations of strips of chevrons and simple zigzags (Clarke motifs 3 and 7) with the basal
zone bearing filled pendant triangles at its base (cf Borrowstone 2). The smaller (?female’) pot
bears bands (virtually a single continuous zone of AOB) comprising alternate /R R\L hatching
(motif 2) apart from one band of lattice (motif 4) on the neck zone. It is notable that the cup-
shaped neck of smaller pot is an inverse of the larger, almost fitting within the latter’s concave
curve. Also of note is the decoration of simple diagonal hatching on the rim of the larger male
pot (see below).
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Figure 17.14: Detail of Beakers with male (LES) and Zfemale infant burial from cist 2 Broomend of Crichie,
Aberdeenshire with arrangement of burials within cist indicated (north to top of page)

4. BROOMEND OF CRICHIE CIST 1 (Fig. 17.15)
In an intriguing reflection of the pots accompanying the male and possible female child at
Broomend Cist 2, those with another double burial, in this case of two adult males, also at
Broomend of Crichie (Cist 1) are worthy of interest. In this case sadly no orientation details were
recorded apart from the note that ‘their heads lay at either end of the cist’. As part of the
prevailing E—W cist orientation (M. Hutchison, Beakers ¢ Bodies Study) it is reasonable to assume
otientation of these burials to the east and west; if this was indeed the case we would therefore
have a double burial of two males apparently interred in opposing positions, the possible
equivalent of a ‘male:female’ pattern pair. The accompanying Beakers ‘placed at the back of the
neck of each body’ (Chalmers 1867, 112) comprise — as with Broomend 2 — a taller S-profile
accompanied by a smaller, longer, cup-necked, pot. Again, as with Broomend cist 2, the cupped,
convex, curve of the smaller pot is a reversal, or negative, of the concave top of the taller pot. In
this case the motifs employed in the decoration differ considerably: the larger pot has two major
metope/panelled zones of decoration (Clarke motif 37 and 38) employing vertical and horizontal
bands of zigzags and chevrons together with simple verticals and edging lines. As with the larger
pot at Broomend 2 it also has a band of decoration, cross-hatching, on the rim. The smaller pot
has a far simpler banded decoration of simple diagonally hatched strips (Clarke motif 2) and small
circular incisions (Clarke motif 8).

Here we seem to have examples of a reciprocity of shape with large and small pot pairings
that present the possibility that pot distinction is representative not necessarily exclusively of a
male:female distinction but possibly of a senior:junior relationship or of a male:‘female’
equivalent relationship. The pertinent point again is that each pairing combines pots that are
distinguished in profile — the more sinuous contrasting the cup-shaped neck. In the case of
Borrowstone 1 and 2 size and profile differ strongly but décor and style are almost as one. The
sense is of motifs being a uniting factor — stressing links and continuity, while shape is being used
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to underline differences in gender or status. It is of note also that one motif is a uniting factor
between the two cists: bands of running chevrons (Clarke motif 13) on the neck zone of the
smaller Broomend 1 and larger Broomend 2: these are not found on the neck zones of other
North-east Beakers apart from the very different ribbed pot with the male from Tavelty and the
pot with the female from Manar farm. Is it possible here to detect a sense of lineage in motif
arrangement in the area? This is looked at in the printed text.
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Figure 17.15: Detail of Beakers with double male burial from cist 1 Broomend of Crichie, Aberdeenshire, with implied
arrangement of burials within cist ([RIWS, [LJES) indicated (north to top of page)

The two Beakers from Broomend of Crichie 2 were designated Step 4 (I. Shepherd) and the
Broomend 1 pots as two Step 5s and this does here raise the question of the difficulty of
subjective decisions on which designations are made: the similar cup-shaped necks and restrained
zonation of both smaller pots from Broomend 1 and 2 would suggest a similarity that should
override any difference in overall size and proportion (contra I Shepherd), uniting them rather in a
similar category.

In both pairs the comparative size of the two is striking and this size contrast is apparent in
two other cists with the provision of two pots for, in this case, apparently single burials. The first
at Whitehouse (Fig. 17.16; Callander 1906 [note: wrongly labelled Whitestone in Clarke (no 1507—
8; 317-8) and in subsequent publications|) represents the most striking example with a shorter
comparatively squatter pot (Step 4) paired with a unique tall narrow biconical — virtually
cylindrical — pot which, found alone, would only be identified as a Beaker from its decoration.
The second pair from Uppermill, Ardiffery (Fig. 17.16), again combines a larger classic 3-zoned
(neck, belly and lower body) with a smaller, marginally cup-necked, Beaker, again, like the
Broomend of Crichie 2 smaller pot, with minor zonation (tending towards AOB). The striking
difference of size and shape clearly represented an important factor in observing certain rites.
Allowing for the possible element of heirloom status (but see printed text for discussion of pots
made for the grave), it underlines again the synchronicity of otherwise very diverse styles.
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Figure 17.16: Detail of paired Beakers from single burials at Whitehouse, Skene (LESM), and Uppermill, Cruden,
Ardiffery (?L.— — M), Aberdeenshire

Case studies from East Yorkshire

In spite of the range of combinations and pairings present amongst the inhumations within the
east Yorkshire barrows, very few provide secure sexed burials with close enough association to
offer case studies of individual male:female pairs. The following examples, however, give some
indication of the comparative use of shape and style in operation for delineating male:female and
other paired burials.

5. GARTON SLACK 163 (Fig. 17.17)

The ‘His and Hers’ Beakers of Garton Slack 163 present an interesting pair. They represent RWS
and LES burials, the female placed behind the male’s back in a ‘head to toe’ position. In this pair,
the male pot accompaniment is more representative of Step 5 with a longer neck, lower belly and
a tendency to squatness. By comparison, the ‘female’ pot is taller, more gracile with a shorter
neck. In shape, therefore, the pots are distinguished as the North-east Scottish pairs above,
although in a gender reverse of that norm. However, style and décor both exhibit classic
male:female motifs. The male pot has opposed long triangles (a male pot characteristic in North-
east Scotland) and a neck design of vertical bands/panels, (also principally an attribute of male
pots in the North-east: Clinterty; Lesmurdie B; although note these are also found on the
possible female pot from Lesmurdie A). The Garton Slack female pot has four broad zones
(neck-upper belly and lower body/foot) which combine plain horizontal lines of tooth-comb,
bands of zig-zag (motif 7), and cross-hatched tooth-comb (motif 4) and a neck band of vertical
tooth-comb between zig-zag edging (motif 27); all four zones have cross-hatched fringing, a
feature not found on any male or male-pattern pots in Yorkshire (and noted as more common on
females in North-east Scotland (eg Borrowstone 1); the burial was one of two females also
accompanied by an awl, an artefact type commonly associated with females in late 3rd and early
2nd millennium graves (Thomas & Ellwood 2005).

In sum, two distinctive pots of Step 4 and 5 categories with separate male and female
associations thus demonstrating a clear demarcation, again indicative of a distinction rather than a
developmental relationship. The importance here — as with the Broomend of Crichie examples —
is the requirement of one of each type chosen for placement in grave — expressing at the same
time a unity and an expressed distinction.
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Figure 17.17: Detail of Beakers with male and female burials (LES, RWS) from a grave beneath Garton Slack 163
barrow, East Yorkshire, with arrangement of burials within grave indicated (north fo top of page)

6. PAINSTHORPE WOLD 4 (Fig. 17.18)

This paired burial was of a youth on his left, in this case unusually orientated west (LWN),
accompanying a female RWS burial. The rare orientation of the youth to the west, combined with
his L-side placement, resulted in him looking not just to the north but also, possibly more
importantly, to the female. The accompanying pots were of Step 5 and Step 0; it is not absolutely
certain which pot accompanied which individual but again the contrast of the pair is striking,
although in this case not in size but rather in style and design. The pot which appears to have
accompanied the female displayed an AOB (All-Over-Banded) design of eight simple bands of
tooth-comb ladder pattern (Clarke motif 5) and a cross-hatched band (motif 4) at the top. By
contrast the pot apparently with the youth has an elaborate zigzag neck (motif 32ii), a band of
triangles (motif 29) on the upper belly and 2 bands of ladder pattern (motif 5) on the lower body
— the only echo of the other, ?female, Step 6 pot. These Beakers combined with an unusual male
burial placement suggest an arrangement outwith the mainstream pattern, possibly indicative of
emerging developments diverging from — or challenging — the core tradition.
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Figure 17.18: Detail of Beakers with a paired burial (RWS, LWN) from a central grave beneath Painsthorpe Wold 4
barrow, East Yorkshire, with arrangement of burials within grave indicated (north fo top of page)
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Figure 17.19: Detail of Beakers with a double female-pattern burial from a central grave beneath a remnant barrow,
Huggate and Warter Wold 254, East Yorkshire, with arrangement of burials within grave indicated (north to top of page)
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7. HUGGATE AND WARTER WOLD 254 (Fig. 17.19)

This final case study is that of a burial of two adult individuals in the female RWS pattern; the sex
was not stated but one was accompanied by the female attribute of a bronze [?copper| awl. The
second pot was discovered in fragments and reconstructed. Again, like Broomend of Crichie 1,
two burials of apparently the same sex were accompanied by a combination of a larger and
smaller pot, in this case the larger with a cup-shaped neck and the smaller a sinuously profiled
example (although again both were given a Step 4 attribution (I. Shepherd). The motifs are very
distinct: the smaller (associated with the burial accompanied by the awl) bore very plain and
simple decoration of horizontal lines of tooth-comb only relieved by bands of grooving
distinguishing the neck from the body and a single band of diagonal tooth-comb hatching
between lines of tooth-comb on the lower body. The taller Beaker with its cup-shaped neck is by
comparison a striking pot: a neck defined by a collar of grooving; two bands of alternating plain
and decorated metopes of zig-zags in frames of plain tooth-comb; the area of the lower body to
base is covered with pendant triangles infilled with tooth-comb; the running diagonal tooth-comb
strokes at the base are the only motif reference or link to the smaller pot.

* ok X

These case studies have shown the nuances of the Beaker burial pattern, displaying and defining
gender and status distinctions, in full operation. They show the core LES/RWS pattern and its
concomitant pottery forms strictly adhered to in the case of such as the Borrowstone cists.
However they have also demonstrated with the double burial data (from the two males at
Broomend of Crichie 1 and the youth and female at Painsthorpe Wold) that the expression of the
relationship of the individuals — in particular a desire or requirement to have them face each
other — could override the usual/norm of single burial formalities which would otherwise
prescribe orientation in the accepted direction.

There is also some indication from these studies that the distinctions being marked are
not simply those of male:female but also of male:‘female’, indicating that orientation together
with Beaker form and style might be used to express not just a ‘female’ but possibly a
‘subordinate’ status. The Beakers examined in the male and female pairings above demonstrate
that one of the pair, that usually accompanying the female, as well as differing in size and shape,
is invariably of reduced elaboration and more muted pattern. Consequently, in all the pairings
there is a sense of a ‘senior’ and unior’, not just in size but also in style and treatment of the pot.

Although by focusing on the details of Beaker variation the original emphatic male:female
distinctions of Step 4 and 5 Beakers may have been rendered less clear and persuasive, the closer
focus on these pairings has made the definitive choices being made to satisty the required
observances of the formalities far more apparent. The distinction has become less that of any
prescribed definitive male:female pot design — undeviating, slavishly followed — but rather of
choices being made to suit specific relationships or situation. These choices are being made in
shape, particularly of neck, to some extent in size and in choice and arrangement of motifs. These
choices carry complex and deep-rooted significance discussed further in the printed text.
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